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Water has always been vitally important to Central Oregon, but what used to be the concern of
hardy pioneers, ranchers and farmers in the Oregon outback now impacts global businesses, the
livelihoods of tens of thousands, and the quality of life for nearly 150,000 Central Oregonians.
This is a critical time for irrigation in Central Oregon. Long-term climate change, short-term
droughts, an increased demand for water from a growing population, and an increasing moral
and legal responsibility to manage wildlife and aquatic habitats in a sustainable way; each
challenge has the ability to affect the economic viability of the agricultural industry that is the
foundation of our region.
As one of the eight irrigation districts that make up the Deschutes Basin Board of Control (DBBC)
to serve Central Oregon’s many ranches, farms, businesses, nurseries, parks, and residences, we
believe it is our responsibility to promote the importance of agriculture and irrigation in our
region, both economically and culturally. I have attached our latest DBBC Donor Handout in
support of this ongoing effort to protect our water rights. Key to this effort is creating an
outreach and educational campaign to promote the importance of agriculture to our region.
With your financial support the DBBC will be able to tell your side of the story and ensure that
the agricultural community’s voice is heard in the days, months and years ahead as we seek to
enact the Habitat Conservation Plan and modernize our 100+ year old irrigation systems.
Your donation will go towards funding educational materials, support for agricultural events,
information stands at community events, public outreach campaigns and other materials to help
illustrate the importance of agriculture to our livelihoods, the fabric of our communities and our
way of life.

Please Complete our Survey

With recent litigation regarding the Oregon Spotted Frog and the urgent need for water
conservation in the basin, we are asking our patrons to please fill out the enclosed survey and
place it in the mail by August 5th. The information requested will help Swalley explore programs
that may work towards ensuring the long-term viability of our water rights, as well as
investigating opportunities to save you money on pumping costs. Whether you’re irrigating 100
acres or 0.25 acre, we’re continually defending and protecting your water rights as well as
exploring ways to modernize our system so that we may serve you better. To this end,
completing and returning the enclosed survey will be of tremendous help to our planning
efforts.
With pressing urbanization issues and environmental responsibilities, Swalley and its patrons
must embrace the long-view and be proactive. Canal to pipe conversion projects, on-farm
irrigation improvements, private delivery improvements, and instream leasing are all tools that
we should be utilizing in order to ensure the continued use and protection of our water rights.

Projects & Programs under Review

You may have noticed more activity
than normal in the Swalley canals
this last month. With 100% grant
money from the Farmers
Conservation Alliance and Energy
Trust of Oregon, we have been
conducting a district-wide water
loss assessment and infrastructure
remapping project. This work will
inform a System Improvement and
Modernization Plan for The District
that we hope to complete by the end of this year. The plan will lay out a phased approach for
piping canals and therefore protecting the reliability and security of your water supply.
Swalley and Central Oregon Irrigation District (COID) have also been awarded OWEB & OWRD
grant money to explore and assist in an on-farm and private delivery improvement project.
Although it is extremely difficult, if not impossible for the District to assist in private delivery
matters, we are investigating ways that we may be able to provide future assistance and
guidance to those in need. Once the private delivery grant project is complete in 2017, we will
be sharing the results with you and attempting to expand the program to all patrons served off
of private ditches that are interested in modernizing their private infrastructure and becoming
more efficient.
There are approximately 25 miles of private ditches/pipelines in the District that connect to
Swalley canals and pipelines. The District is not responsible for the upkeep of these private
systems and is only responsible for ensuring that the correct amount of water is turned into the
private system headgate or tap. Two other local irrigation districts have recently adopted Private
Ditch/Infrastructure policies which clarify under what circumstances they will use Oregon
statutes to correct problems on private systems. Swalley is evaluating such a policy this year.
The ideal situation for all landowners on a private system is to know each other, communicate,
jointly maintain and improve the system as needed, and to be respectful of neighbors by not
taking more water than you have water rights for. The District is here to give advice, bring
people together, and write letters encouraging cooperation amongst neighbors on private
systems.

Energy Trust of Oregon rebates for irrigators

We know that the cost of electricity associated with irrigating can be significant to some of our
water users. You may wish to visit Energy Trust of Oregon’s website for possible financial
incentives to reduce your irrigation energy use at: www.energytrust.org/industrial-and-ag

Weed Control

The County and local Irrigation Districts have active noxious weed management programs
whereby herbicides are used to treat vegetation along County roads, irrigation canals and atop
pipelines. Spraying is done by certified, trained professionals. The District and many of our water
users go to great lengths to keep weeds under control. If left untreated with spray or by
mowing, weeds can spread in the wind and get into the canal to wreak havoc on downstream
agricultural fields. Please be a good neighbor and help us keep your weeds under control! If you
need to report a weed complaint, especially an invasive weed, call Deschutes County Vegetation
Management Department at 541-322-7135. The Deschutes County Weed List is on their website
at https://www.deschutes.org/ and we also have information available at the office.
*Folks with Swalley easements running through their property may be billed for contractor labor
if a “no spray” zone is requested and then landowners are unable to maintain control of weeds
on District easements. Swalley does not own mowing equipment and may contract-out a weed
removal and mitigation contractor at the landowner’s expense. Please call or visit the office for
more information.

Swalley Maintenance & Easements

This will sound like a broken record from the last newsletter, but it’s an important topic worth
repeating. We have been working very hard to control encroachment onto our easements and
canal banks. As a reminder, Swalley canals and pipelines have very old federal easements that
enable us to safely run water and maintain our delivery system. If you are unsure about the
Swalley easement running through your land, please give us a call or drop in to look at our maps.
As a rule of thumb, Swalley trucks should be able to drive up and down all district owned canals
and pipelines without any obstacles such as fences, gates, trees, decks, parked vehicles, or
structures in the way. [Can you drive down the canal in your yard?] Swalley has a right to
remove anything in our easements at any time, and sometimes such removal expenses may be
charged to the land owner. Efforts to keep our easements free and clear are not only an
expensive ongoing chore, but a growing safety concern as well as an ongoing water delivery
issue. Your cooperation and mindfulness in helping us keep the easements and ditch roads
through your property clear is appreciated.

Water for $ale

The District has a limited amount of water for sale at a current price of $2,000 an acre. Contact
the office if you are interested in learning more. 541/388-0658

Your land. Your livelihood. Your water. Your voice.

As representatives of the eight irrigation districts that serve
Central Oregon’s many ranches and farms, we recognize
that water is crucial to your business and your way of life.
This is a critical time for irrigation in Central Oregon.

That’s why the DBBC needs your help. We are creating
an outreach and educational campaign to promote the
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your business. Agriculture is one of the leading economic

promote your interests in maintaining the agriculture
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industry as a key pillar in the economic stability and
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throughout Central Oregon. It’s what lets farmers, ranchers
and direct suppliers create jobs in the community and pay
taxes. But it also supports the countless retailers, service
providers, firefighters, police officers, doctors, teachers

It’s time to speak up for your business,
your community and your way of life.

and business owners in Madras, Redmond, Bend, Sisters,
Tumalo, Prineville, and Terrebonne where workers spend
their wages, buy their homes, pay their taxes, raise their
children and support our communities. In short, what’s
good for agriculture is good for Central Oregon.
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Eight irrigation districts make up the DBBC (Deschutes Basin
Board of Control) and are the foundation on which Central
Oregon’s agricultural economy works and grows. The irrigation
districts are in the midst of modernizing the irrigation system, parts
of which are more than 100 years old. Through piping and lining
we are working to improve stream flows and more efficiently
and effectively get the agriculture community the water they
need to operate.
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Make your voice heard. Learn more and donate to the campaign today at
www.gofundme.com/CentralOregonAg or by mail at
PO Box C/O Deschutes Basin Board of Control” 919 Madras, Oregon 97741 | dbbcirrigation.com

